
 
Invasive Species: Facts and Figures 

 
• Invasive species are found on agricultural cropland and in natural and urban 

areas, and can be either terrestrial or aquatic. Invasive species represent all 
taxonomic groups- plants, animals and microorganisms- and cause harm by 
multiplying rapidly, crowding out native species, damaging agricultural and 
industrial resources and generally altering natural systems.1 

 
• The invasion of nonnative species is the second greatest threat to rare, native 

species and the integrity of ecosystems.2 
 
• More than 50 percent of species listed as threatened or endangered under the 

Endangered Species Act are adversely affected by nonnative plant, animal and 
marine species.3 

 
• Nine out of 21 of the most endangered ecosystems in the U.S. are significantly 

impacted by exotic invasions.4 
 
• 80 percent of the nation’s fish communities are considered degraded because of 

decline or loss of native species and introduction of exotics.5 
 
• The U.S. spends $120 billion annually on the control and impacts of more than 

800 invasive species infestations. This does not account for the values of species 
extinctions and losses in biodiversity, ecosystems, services and aesthetics.6 

 
• 126 million acres of land in the 48 contiguous United States are infested by 16 

invasive plants, which does not account for all invasive plant infestations 
throughout the country.7  
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