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Engages young people as active 
citizens who improve the 

environment and their 
communities now and in the 

future.

www.earthforce.org
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…a time when you were young and 
you felt your voice was heard…



Agenda

• What is Service Learning?
• A Service Learning Process
• Let’s Practice 
• Strategies for Implementation
• Getting Started
• Reflection



Outcomes

• Understand service learning
• Practice service learning strategies
• See successful service learning
• Find resources for implementation
• ?
• ?



Environmental Literacy

• Knowledge � Small scale action

• Goal:  Environmental Literacy
– Depth of information

– Skills around investigation 
– Understanding how to apply this 

information



Real Change

Real change occurs when the learner has 
true ownership and involvement in an 
issue through:
– Hands on activities

– Out of classroom experiences
– Student directed learning

This is Service Learning!



21st Century

Within the context of core knowledge 
instruction, students must also learn 
the essential skills for success in 
today’s world, such as critical 
thinking, problem solving, 
communication and collaboration.

www.21stcenturyskills.org
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Service-learning is a teaching and 
learning strategy that integrates 
meaningful community service with 
instruction and reflection to enrich the 
learning experience, teach civic 
responsibility, and strengthen 
communities. 

www.servicelearning.org/what_is_service-learning/service-learning_is/index.php
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• Duration & Intensity

• Link to Curriculum
• Partnerships

• Meaningful Service
• Youth Voice 

• Diversity
• Reflection 

• Progress Monitoring 

http://www.nylc.org/objects/publications/StandardsResearch.pdf



What is it? Game

• Let’s learn to differentiate between
Community Service 
Community Based Learning 
Service-Learning 

www.KIDSconsortium.org



What is it?

Community Service: An activity that engages people 
in addressing needs of their schools and 
communities

Community Based Learning:  An approach that 
enhances the curriculum by using community 
members and places as resources for learning

Service Learning:  A method of teaching and learning 
that challenges students to identify, research, 
propose, and implement solutions to real needs in 
their school or community as part of their curriculum
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• Define your problem

• Break down the 
problem

• Do research 
• Find resources to 

solve it

• Brainstorm ideas 
you can act on

• Vote on solutions

• Implement solutions
• Analyze your results

Video Time! 
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Step 1

Inventory

Launch

Intro

Step 2

Issue 
Selection

Policy & 
Practice 

Research

Step 4

Strategy 
Selection

Step 5

Taking 
Action

Step 6

Looking 
Back & 
Ahead

Step 3



How do we choose?



Why? Why? Why?



Strategies for 
Implementation

• Generating Administrative Support
– Research

• www.servicelearning.org

– Evaluation
• www.earthforce.org

– Media Attention

• Make Community Connections



Funding Ideas
• Learn and Serve America – for teachers and 

schools to do service learning
– Heather Dye

• hdye@doe.nv.gov
• 775-687-9246 

• National Park Service Grants
– www.nps.gov (park stewards and first bloom)

• Schoolyard Habitat
– Amanda Rowland  (amanda_rowland@nps.gov)
– www.fws.gov



Wentzville, MO



Getting Started

• Start small
• Get help
• Take a leap!



Reflection

How does what you’ve learned today 
change how you think about teaching?

What will you do first?
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